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U.S. EPA Region 9 Enforcement Division 
Priorities

• Cooperative Federalism

• Inspections, enforcement, collaboration with 
primacy programs, assessing compliance 
under the SDWA

• Compliance Assistance Outreach
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U.S. EPA Region 9 Drinking Water 
Enforcement Roles

• Enforcement Targeting Tool (ETT)

• Enforcement Division coordination with 
NDEP

• Inspections in Indian Country and joint 
inspections with States

• State Liaison
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U. S. EPA Enforcement Response Policy (ERP) 
Signed on Dec. 8, 2009

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/civil/sdwa/drinking_water_erp_2009.pdf
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U.S. EPA Enforcement Targeting Tool (ETT) 
Formula

 Sum of: (S1 + S2+ S3…) + n

 S = Severity of the violation

 10 points - acute MCL violations

 5 points - other health-based violations 

 1 point - monitoring and reporting violations

 n = number of years that the system’s oldest  
violations have been unaddressed (0-5)
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Examples of Priority PWSs per the ETT

PWS Violations - # and 

Severity (S)

Years (n) Score

(∑S) + n

ABC 

Town

2 acute turbidity 

exceedances.

0 (both in current 

year)

(10+10)+0 20

DEF 

MHP

2 non-acute TCR MCL 

violations.

1 (in previous 

year)

(5+5) +1 11
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How does a PWS get on U. S. EPA’s 
“Radar”?

 A national enforcement priority is defined as a system 
scoring 11 points or higher using the S+n formula.

 Systems with sensitive populations like schools, senior 
citizen communities.

 Systems that have been on the ETT list for longer then 6 
months
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Enforcement Response Policy Objectives 

 EPA and States take formal enforcement actions within 6 
months of a PWS appearing on the ETT list

 Resolve drinking water violations

 Take steps to address public water systems that are out 
of compliance
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How do you get off the Enforcement “Radar” 
(ETT List)?

 Return to Compliance

 Formal Enforcement Action(s)
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Return to Compliance

 A public water system has completed monitoring, 
reporting, implementation of treatment or other activities 
to be in compliance with the regulations 

15



U. S. EPA Formal Enforcement Action(s) 

 Description of the violation

 Citation to the applicable State or federal law or rule

 Statement of what is required to return to compliance and 
a schedule

 Language on penalties  
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U.S. EPA PWSS Program Penalty Policy 
Signed on May 25, 1994

 Appropriate Penalty

 Violation of Administrative Order up to $25,000 per day

 Penalty Calculation

 Ability to Pay
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EPA and NDEP in Summary

 Collaboration under Cooperative Federalism 

 Work Closely on Systems in Non-Compliance

 Have Quarterly Discussions on Systems Scoring 11 and 
Above
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